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November  10          Holiday Happenings, Hector
November  16-18         Beneath the Village Wreath, Morton
November 29-December 1    Holiday Happenings, Olivia
December 6          Mistletoe Madness, Morton
December 6         Unforgettable Christmas, Hector

Holiday Events in Renville County



Upgrading to a more efficient pre-rinse 

spray valve can decrease the amount of 
water needed to rinse dishes. 

 

When to Upgrade? 
Pre-Rinse Spray Test 

 

Determine if you should upgrade 
your commercial kitchen pre-rinse 
spray valve by testing the flow rate of 
your current spray valve.  To 
measure your spray valve flow rate, 
spray water into a graduated bucket 
for 15 seconds and multiply the 
amount of water collected by 4.  You 
should upgrade your valve if it uses 
more than 2 gallons per minute. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

For a limited time, Minnesota businesses and organizations have the opportunity to dramatically cut their water and
energy use with simple, inexpensive upgrades. The Water Saving Bulk Buy Program is being sponsored by Minnesota
Clean Energy Resource Teams (CERTs) and Niagara Conservation. The purpose of the program is to encourage
businesses, schools, churches, community centers, restaurants, and anyone else
using a pre rinse spray valve to upgrade to a more efficient spray valve. Pre rinse
spray valves are used to remove food before dirty dishes are placed in the
dishwasher or sanitizer. Upgrading to the latest models of valves can cut water and
energy use by 57% by decreasing the amount of water needed to achieve fast and

easy cleaning; the results saving hundreds of
dollars a year on water and energy bills!
The Water Saving Bulk Buy Program is also
offering faucet aerators, an even less expensive
and easier upgrade. Faucet aerators screw on to
the end of a faucet to regulate the flow of water.
The average Minnesota can save 21,000 gallons and $180 per year for each aerator
replaced. By purchasing valves and aerators through the CERTs’ Water Saving Bulk
Buy Program, businesses and organizations can take advantage of the special bulk
rate discounts being offered through Niagara Conservation. This includes 60% off the
cost of spray valves (now $28; typically $68) and 75% off faucet aerators (now $0.50;
typically $2). To learn more about the MN Water Saving Bulk Buy Program or to
place an order, visit http://splash.mncerts.org.

Source: Minnesota Clean Energy Resource Teams (CERTs)

The concept for a locally driven Water Management Plan came as a result of concerns raised during the 1977 drought,
which eventually led the Minnesota Legislature to create the Comprehensive Local Water
Planning and Management Act of 1985. The goal of the Act was to develop and implement water
management activities at the county level that would protect and improve surface water, ground
water, and related land resources. Under the direction of the Minnesota Board of Soil and Water
Resources (BWSR), Renville County adopted its first Comprehensive Local Water Management
Plan in 1991. Since then, the Plan has been amended several times to incorporate updated
information, new research, and revised implementation activities. Base grant funding was
provided from BWSR through the Natural Resource Block Grant program to assist with local
implementation of the Water Management Plan. Renville County is once again in the process of
updating the Water Management Plan. A public survey was conducted in May 2012 to begin the
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“Water Management Plan” continued on back.

 

Update in Progress for Water Management Plan



 
Girl Scouts recently placed decals near storm

drains in the City of Bird Island.

Local Girl Scouts Take Action to 
Raise Water Quality Awareness 

Girl Scouts from the BOLD service unit recently
completed the Centennial Day of Service: 2012 Take

Action Project by improving local water quality.

Many people mistakenly believe that water entering a city
storm drain is treated at a local wastewater treatment plant
before it discharges to a local drainage ditch, creek, or river.
This belief may lead to the improper handling or disposal of
chemicals down storm drains from such items as motor oil,
fertilizers, or other hazardous products. Water entering

storm drains is not treated or cleaned before it drains directly to surface waters. Leaves, soil, pet waste, and other runoff
from yards can also negatively affect water resources.
Girl Scout troops from the BOLD service unit recently completed a Centennial Day of Service project in the City of Bird
Island to raise awareness about water quality. Scouts and their families placed curb decals near storm drains on city
streets to educate residents about storm sewers. The decals indicate, “No Dumping: Drains to River” reminding people of
the connection from storm drains, to drainage systems and creeks, and finally the Minnesota River. Similar decals have
been used in other communities in Renville County, but this is the first time curb markers have been placed in Bird Island.

The Girl Scouts efforts to improve water quality also involved raking and
bagging leaves and grass
from the storm drains and
distributing door hangers in
neighborhoods to raise
awareness. Several area
organizations sponsored
the Service Project
including the Hawk Creek
Watershed Project and
Renville County Water &
HHWManagement.  

 

             

             Preparing for winter?            
                      Don’t Forget to Read The Label! 
 

     Winter is approaching. As you prepare for cold 
temperatures, remember to properly store paint cans, 
driveway sealants, and countless other household chemicals.  
Each year numerous products are ruined simply because they 
were exposed to freezing temperatures. Proper storage 
maximizes the useable life of a product and reduces the 
amount of household hazardous waste (HHW) needing to be 
disposed of.  Read the labels for proper storage.  Remember 
to store these items in a cool, dry place out of the reach of 
children and pets. If you cannot use up hazardous products, 
please call the Renville County Landfill and HHW Facility at 
(320) 523-1144 for free disposal options. 

Renville County Water Management  105 South 5th Street, Suite 318 Olivia, MN 56277  (320) 523-3706

“Water Management Plan” continued from front.

process of identifying current water resource issues.
Comments received from the public, other local
governmental units, and state and federal agencies will be
incorporated into the updated Water Management Plan.
The Renville County Water Management Task Force will
guide the goals and direction of activities proposed for the
revised Plan. Once a draft of the Plan is completed a
public hearing will be scheduled to present the Plan and to
receive additional comments from the public.

To view the current Renville County Water Management
Plan, please visit www.co.renville.mn.us and search
“water plan”. For more information regarding the Water
Management program, please contact Renville County
Water and HHWManagement at (320) 523 3706.

WATER MANAGEMENT TASK FORCE 
 

The Renville County Water Management Task Force will
utilize public and agency comments to guide the update
of the Renville County Water Management Plan. Water
Management Task Force members and affiliates include:

Ralph Novotny Commissioner – District 1
Paul Setzepfandt Commissioner – District 3
Lamont Jacobson Commissioner – District 5 (Alternate)
Liz Lanning Sacred Heart
Jon Wogen Olivia
Brad Aaseth Bird Island
Gerald Fluck Buffalo Lake
Jim Schafer Renville Soil & Water Conservation District
Charles Kubesh Buffalo Creek Watershed District
Diane Sander Crow River Organization of Water
Heidi Rauenhorst Hawk Creek Watershed Project
Brady Swanson High Island Creek Watershed Project
Jill Bruns Renville County Public Health
Garry Bennett MN DNR, Area Hydrologist
Tom Fischer MN Board of Water and Soil Resources
Tara Latozke Renville Soil & Water Conservation District
Diane Mitchell
(Coordinator)

Renville County HHW &Water Management

 


