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Renville County Water & HHW Management  500 East DePue Avenue, Suite 103  Olivia, MN 56277  (320) 523-3760 

-Interest Loan Programs  continued from front 
 

Loan terms are for 10 years with an interest rate of 3%.  
The loan amount is added to property taxes as a special 
assessment with payments due twice a year with 
property taxes.  Loans for new building sites or already 
completed repairs or installations are not eligible.  The 
application process is simple, and the loan can be paid 
in full at any time. 
 

For more information on low-interest septic or well 
loans, please contact Renville County Water & HHW 
Management at (320) 523-3760. 

however, landowners can  contact  the  Renville  County 
SWCD office at any time to discuss options to install buffers 
or alternative     water    quality    practices.    Programs     
currently available include the Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) and the Reinvest in Minnesota (RIM) program.   Specific 
program requirements include: 
 

Criteria for a CRP buffer: 
 Contract length of 10-15 years. 
 Average CRP payment rate is $250 per acre 

(dependent on soil types). 
 Signing Incentive Payment (SIP) is $100 per acre. 
 Minimum of 33 feet wide. 
 No acre minimum. 
 Requires cropping history. 
 Protects sensitive areas that include perennial and 

intermittent streams, lakes and wetlands, wells, 
drainage ditches, grassed waterways, sinkholes, 
surface tile inlets, etc. 
 

Criteria for a RIM buffer: 
 Perpetual easement. 
 RIM crop payment rate ranges from $7,000 to $9,000 

per acre. 
 Minimum of 50 feet wide average, maximum of 

700 feet wide. 
 Minimum acre requirement for easement (varies with 

sign-up). 
 Can include crop and non-crop acres. 
 Must be adjacent to public waters, streams, ditches, 

and lakes, excluding wetlands. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To stay updated on changes to the new buffer requirements, 
both the MN Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) and 
the MN Department of Natural Resources (DNR) have 
provided information on their websites: 
 

MN Board of Water and Soil Resources 
www.bwsr.state.mn.us/buffers 
 

MN Department of Natural Resources 
www.dnr.state.mn.us/buffers/index.html 

 

For additional local information or if you are interested in 
learning more about conservation programs available, please 
contact the Renville County SWCD at (320) 523-1559. 

     
 

 
 

 continued from front 
 

 

The MN Pollution 
 

(MPCA) website has a 
H

the water
feature provides a 
snapshot   of        water  

quality in Minnesota and covers topics that include 
lakes, rivers and streams, wetlands, groundwater, 
pollutants, and what the MPCA is doing.  A mapping 
feature allows you to zoom in and find information on 
each of the major 80 watersheds in Minnesota. 
 

To be able to prevent and address problems in lakes 
and streams, the MPCA relies on information about the 
water resources, potential and actual threats, options 
for addressing the threats, and data on how effective 
management actions have been.  One of the MPCA's 
water quality monitoring efforts is conducted through 
a Watershed Approach.  This approach involves 
intensively monitoring stream and lake water 
conditions in each major watershed on a rotating basis.  
Approximately eight watersheds are monitored each 
year over a 10-year period.  Once all of the watersheds 
have been evaluated the process begins again. 
 

Along with the Watershed Approach, the MPCA 
developed a process to identify and address water 
quality issues in each of the major watersheds.  This 
process is called the Watershed Restoration and 
Protection Strategy (WRAPS) and involves local 
partners and citizen participation.  Each of the four 
major watersheds located in portions of Renville 
County are in various phases of the WRAPS process.  
These watersheds include the Crow River, Hawk Creek, 
Middle Minnesota River, and High Island Creek. 
 

For more information on the Watershed Approach, 
WRAPS process, ?  visit 
the MPCA at www.pca.state.mn.us and 
search or contact your local 
watershed organization. 
 

  

 


