
THE COUNTY  
MESSENGER

2022  |  Issue 1  |  Winter

Issue Snapshot:

Income-Based Septic System  
Grant Program.........................Page 2

Fairfax Community Market Grocery  
Store for Lease.........................Page 2

Watershed Planning...............Page 3

Residential and Rural 
Recycling............................Pages 4-5

Restorative Justice..................Page 5

Minnesota Supplemental  
Aid.............................................Page 6

Childcare Forgivable Loan 
Program....................................Page 7

Test Your Home for Radon......Page 8

Volunteers Needed for City Fire 
Department and Ambulance 
Services...................................Page 8

Renville County Employee  
Milestones..............................Page 9

Prescription Drug Take Back 
Program...................................Page 9

2022 Bridge and Road  
Construction Map.................Page 10

2022 Electronic/Appliance 
Recycling Collections...........Page 11

Renville County Parks Offer  
Groomed Winter Trails..........Page 12

- 1 -

• 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Renville County Updates Strategic Plan 2021-2027

This past November, the Renville 
County Leadership Team and Elected 
Officials invited countywide input and 

participation into looking to the future to 
describe the community they wanted to 
continue or create. The statements below 
are stated as the outcome of work that 
will be started or is currently underway.  
The vision is intended to be a long-lasting 
aspiration that may never be fully realized 
but always moving toward.  Strategic 
directions include:  

 
ENHANCING MOBILITY AND 
COMMERCE: 
 

• Upgrade the capacity and quality of the  
    county road system and internet.  
• Build a strong, diversified economy. 
 

ENGAGING PARTNERS 
AND RESIDENTS FOR 
IMPROVEMENTS: 

• Improve services through cooperation  
    and coordination.  
• Seek innovation grants that will award  
    the county’s work to combine efforts. 
 

BUILDING A THRIVING 
COMMUNITY: 
 

• Establish state of the art Electronic  
    Vehicle (EV) charging stations in  
    strategic locations.  
• Expand trail systems within and  
    between parks to create links.  
• Provide food opportunities to those  
    who cannot meet their own needs.  
• Promote the beauty and opportunities  
    that exist in the county.  
• Develop a recruitment and retention  
    plan for peace officers.  
• Bring people back to become  
    contributing members of the  
    community. 

 
EXPANDING HOUSING AND 
DAYCARE: 
 • Increase the number of daycare  

    providers to meet the needs of the area.  
• Increase housing to attract and retain  
    residents and businesses. 
 
To view the full Strategic Plan, visit  
www.renvillecountymn.com.  (Select 
Strategic Plan under the About Us tab.)



For more information contact Nicholas Johnson, Fairfax City Administrator, at 507-426-7255 or Admin@fairfax-mn.gov. - 2 -

Renville County Environmental Services Now Offering NEW  
Income-Based Septic System Grant Program 

Minimum Grant Qualifications: 
• Funding must be for a homesteaded single-family home with an existing, failing subsurface sewage treatment system (SSTS)  
    in Renville County 
• The applicant must be the owner of the property 
• Taxes must be current 
• Financial qualifications: 
 
Minnesota Board of Water & Soil Resources (BWSR) Funds (based on 300% of the 2021 Federal Poverty Guidelines) -  
not to exceed the lesser of $5,000 or 35% of the cost to upgrade the SSTS.

AND/OR

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) Funds (based on HUD’s low-income guidelines) – If the applicant qualifies for 
both grants, under no circumstances shall the total grant money awarded exceed 50% or 75% of the cost to upgrade the SSTS, 
whichever is applicable according to income limits below.

Renville County Environmental Services is pleased to announce the availability of a NEW income-
based grant program that is available to property owners in Renville County that have an existing 
noncompliant septic system.  Funds are intended to fix septic systems that are currently failing 

codes or functionality.  These dollars are made possible through grants received from the Minnesota 
Board of Water & Soil Resources (BWSR) and Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA).   
 
There is a limited amount of funding available and funds will be distributed in the order the 
applications are received.  

The Income-Based Septic System Grant Application can be found at www.renvillecountymn.com on the Environmental Services 
page under the Septic tab.  Questions?  Contact Environmental Services at 320-523-3768 or ES@renvillecountymn.com.  

GROCERY STORE FOR LEASE
Fairfax Community Market

• 5,000 square feet.
• Move in ready!  City owned building recently remodeled and updated.
• Connections to workforce, technical assistance, financing, and other resources.

     11 Park Street South, Fairfax, MN 55332

    Lease amount only $575 per month!
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Planning on a Watershed Scale 

Renville County's water takes 
another step forward towards 
being cleaner and healthier 

through the One Watershed, One Plan 
(1W1P) Initiative.  1W1P is Watershed 

Based Implementation Funding (WBIF) that seeks to align 
local water planning on watershed boundaries, rather 
than county boundaries.  This planning effort and goals of 
installing Best Management Practices (BMP’s) to improve 
water quality are made possible by the Clean Water Land and 
Legacy Amendment that was passed in 2008.  
 
The green highlighted part of Map 1 (below) of Renville 
County is known as the Central Minnesota River Watershed 
Partnership (CMRWP).  While a large part of the county is 
involved in this watershed, the partnership encompasses 
parts of five counties (Chippewa, Kandiyohi, Nicollet, Renville, 
and Sibley) and is nearly 1,262 square miles.  The CMRWP 
is a partnership of counties and Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts (SWCDs) within the watershed.  

The CMRWP put together a plan that seeks to understand, 
improve, and protect the surface and groundwater 
resources of the watershed and its neighbors.  High 
priorities were designated in this process as impaired lakes 
and streams, altered hydrology, soil erosion, and sediment 
loss, agricultural practices and runoff management, 
recreation, drinking water protection, and education and 
outreach.  
 

The plan summarized existing scientific data about the 
water resources within the watershed and proposes 
implementation projects, data collection needs, and the 
creation of a watershed-wide civic engagement and outreach 
program.  

On January 26, 2022, the Minnesota Board of Water and 
Soil Resources (BWSR) approved the CMRWP plan.  With 
the plan being approved, projects that target those in high-
priority designated areas throughout the CMRWP planning 
area potentially will be eligible for funding.  Funding will be 
available later in 2022.  This includes, but is not limited to, 
water and sediment control basins, cover crops, and grade 
stabilization projects throughout Renville County.   
 
The planning process began in December 2021 for the South 
Fork of the Crow River 1W1P, Map 2 (above).  The process 
that was completed for the CMRWP, will be completed for the 
South Fork of the Crow River as well.  
 
If you have any questions on either of the plans or the 
process that took place, please contact the Renville 
County SWCD at 320-523-1559.

MAP 1: Central Minnesota River Watershed Partnership (CMRWP)

MAP 2: South Fork of the Crow River 1W1P

Submitted by Renville County Soil and Water Conservation District

Low-Interest Loan Programs for Septic and Well Improvements
Renville County administers low-interest loan programs to assist property owners with:

     •Upgrading or replacing a failing septic system

     •Repairing/replacing a damaged or contaminated well    
Loan terms are for 10 years with interest rate and fees totaling 3%.  This loan amount is added to property taxes as a 
special assessment with payment due twice a year along with property taxes.  The application process is simple, and the 
loan can be paid in full at any time. 

For more information, contact Environmental Services at 320-523-3768 or ES@renvillecountymn.com.

• 5,000 square feet.
• Move in ready!  City owned building recently remodeled and updated.
• Connections to workforce, technical assistance, financing, and other resources.
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In the summer of 2015, West Central Sanitation 
distributed a 95-gallon recycling cart to every city 
residence and business in Renville County.  Each cart 

was individually coded and assigned to a specific address 
for the use of collecting recyclables.  These 95-gallon carts 
provide a more convenient way to recycle, both in storage 
and capacity and ease of hauling recycling to the curb. The 
carts also provide easier collection for the hauler.   
 
For township residents located outside city limits, we 
have established Rural Recycling Drop-Off Sites.  These 
sites are located in almost every community in Renville 
County. Information as to what is considered acceptable to 
recycle, as well as what is unacceptable, is located on the 
side of the 8-yard dumpster and is posted on a sign at the 
sites.  
 
AS A CITY RESIDENT OR BUSINESS, WHY CAN’T I DROP 
OFF RECYCLING AT THE RURAL RECYCLING DROP-OFF 
SITE IN MY COMMUNITY?  
 
Almost weekly, the Redwood-Renville Regional Solid Waste 
Authority (RRRSWA) is contacted by either city staff or rural 
residents concerning city residents and/or businesses, who 
continue filling up the Rural Recycling Drop-Off Sites.  A 
NOTICE sign is posted at each Drop-Off Site that states 
that the site is for RURAL RESIDENTS ONLY.   

 
Although the intention 
to recycle is a good 
one, the reality is 
that when a city 
resident or business 
chooses to use the 
drop-off site instead 
of their recycling 
cart (or alternative), 
they are hindering 
rural residents’ 
ability to recycle.  
Unfortunately, rural 
residents cannot use 
their drop-off location 
when the bins are full.  
When the rural sites 
are used by non-rural 

residents or businesses, it frequently results in an overflow 
of materials which are then often placed on the ground, 
causing an even bigger problem with litter and unhappy 
neighbors, city, and/or county workers, who must pick up 
the mess.  The problem is further compounded by people 
unwilling to break down cardboard boxes, thus reducing 
disposal space even further. 

WHERE IS THE EASIEST PLACE TO FIND INFORMATION TO 
DETERMINE WHAT IS RECYCLABLE IN RENVILLE COUNTY?  
 
Recycling information is listed on the top of your 
95-gallon recycling cart, as well as on the sign at the 
Rural Recycling Sites.  There are many food, beverage, 
and material packages that LOOK LIKE they COULD BE 
recyclable, but are NOT, and are therefore considered 
GARBAGE.  People who knowingly, or unknowingly, place 
items into recycling receptacles that are not recyclable, 
HOPING that they can be recycled, are known as “wish 
cyclers.”  Sadly, each year we are finding more and more 
non-recyclable items being thrown into their recycling, when 
they should be placed into their garbage.  

Residential Recycling Carts and Rural Recycling Sites See Many Abuses:  

Do Your Part. Use Your Cart.

ITEMS: PROPER DISPOSAL 
LOCATION:

General Household Garbage/
Food Waste/Clothing/Carpet Garbage

Leaves and Grass Clippings Compost/Burn Sites
Plastic Furniture and Toys, 
Kids Swimming Pools, Lamps, 
Furniture

Garbage

Electronics/Appliances: 
TV’s, VCR’s, DVD Players, 
Microwaves, Small Appliances, 
Vacuums

Special County 
Collections held April-
October.  (See page 11 
of this newsletter)

Mattresses/Box Springs RRRMRF Transfer 
Facility in Redwood Falls

Styrofoam/Plastic Bags/Wrap 
or Packaging Garbage

EXAMPLES OF THESE ITEMS AND THEIR PROPER 
DISPOSAL LOCATION ARE AS FOLLOWS:

WHAT DO I DO WITH NON-RECYCLABLE ITEMS (GARBAGE)? 
 

Items that are non-recyclable go 
into your household/business 
garbage.  For items too large to 
fit, please consider bringing these 
items to the nearest Municipal 
Solid Waste (MSW) Landfill or 
bring it to the Redwood-Renville 
Regional Material Recovery 
and Transfer Facility (RRRMRF) 
in Redwood Falls.  We accept: 
furniture, couches, chairs, love 
seats, mattresses/box springs, 

etc., as well as large home cleanouts.  Call for details, facility 
hours, and restrictions.

Household garbage does  
not belong in recycling
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Restorative Justice 

Restorative Justice is a 
fundamental change in 
approach when working to 

repair damages caused from crimes 
or wrongdoings within a community.  
This is not only a restorative 
philosophy but a way of life that 
emphasizes the need to restore the 
relationships harmed in these situations. 
 
What is a Circle?  The Circle process is an intentional way 
of gathering and organizing effective group communication, 
building relationships, establishing accountability, problem 
solving, and healthy decision making.  As a group, members 
work with the family or individual to determine what they can 
do to repair the harm they have caused by the circumstances 
that brought them to Circle.  While in Circle participants and 
volunteers discuss what is going well, what is not going well, 
and potential next steps to head in the right direction. 

Leaves and grass clippings 
should be composted or 

brought to your local tree or 
brush site.  They do not 

belong in recycling.

WHAT CAN I DO IF I OWN A BUSINESS AND HAVE MORE 
RECYCLING THAN FITS IN MY CART?  
 
We appreciate your business choosing to recycle!  Below are a 
few options to help you meet your recycling needs: 
 

 
 

QUESTIONS?  CONTACT RRRSWA: 
   • Call 320-523-8002 or 507-637-1800 
   •  Like our Facebook page “Redwood/Renville Regional  
       Solid Waste Authority”  
   •  Visit our website at www.renvillecountymn.com   
      (Select “Departments” and follow the “RRRSWA/Solid  
       Waste - Landfill” link for prices, hours, acceptable  
       materials, and more.)

1.

2.

 
3. 

As a business in city limits, you are allowed to receive 
one (1) 95-gallon curbside recycling cart at no cost, for 
your business recyclables. Your location would be added 
to the regular curbside collection and would be collected 
every other week with the city curbside recycling route. If 
you choose this option, please call the RRRSWA Office to 
make arrangements. 
 
If a 95-gallon cart is not large enough for your business 
recycling, you can call West Central Sanitation at 1-800-
246-7630 and arrange for an additional cart or recycling 
dumpster to be placed at your business location. There 
is a charge for this service.  Talk to another business to 
see if they would be interested in sharing the recycling 
dumpster and splitting the cost. 
 
If you have a large quantity of cardboard or other 
recyclables, consider bringing your recyclable materials 
directly to the Redwood-Renville Regional Material 
Recovery Facility (RRRMRF) located on the west end 
of Redwood Falls. Roll-off containers are accessible 
24/7 to dispose of recyclables and are available to 
businesses, as well as ALL RESIDENTS (city and rural).

Plastic toys and/or furniture 
should be placed in the garbage.  
Freezers should be disposed of at 
a special county collection day. 

(See page 11 of newsletter)
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YOU can make a difference:
Become a Restorative Justice 
Volunteer Today!
This is a great way to get involved with people in your 
community or the one down the road.  The need for 
connection, support and mentoring continues to grow 
as evidenced by the times we are in.  With that comes 
the reality that the number of youth, and families in 
need of extra support are certainly not declining.  Your 
time and willingness to listen to someone’s life story, 
and share the lessons learned from your own can make 
a difference that neither one of you would have ever 
imagined possible. 

Do you have two hours every other week to spare 
to participate in conversations and mentoring of 
folks that are awaiting your support?  If this sparks 
something within you, please don’t be afraid to reach 
out and ask more questions or visit the Restorative 
Justice Department page at www.renvillecountymn.com.  

If you are interested in volunteering to support 
families in your community, please contact Andrew 
Peltz, Restorative Justice Coordinator at 320-522-
1573 or AndrewP@renvillecountymn.com for more 
information.

{ {"We weren’t sure at first but it turned out to be awesome, 
and it’s been almost a year. Here to learn from our mistakes 

and take the advice that we get. My son said it right - we 
needed the help! He’s been through a few treatment 

centers. We met up with Andrew, and I am forever grateful. 
I would have been lost without these guys, and my son 

probably wouldn’t be here right now."

                                - Parent of Youth Participant
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Minnesota Supplemental Aid provides monthly cash support to help meet basic living expenses. It 
is mainly for people who receive Supplemental Security Income, but if your income is just over the 
Supplemental Security Income limit, you may be eligible for Minnesota Supplemental Aid.

Minnesota Supplemental Aid

MSA
Typical monthly benefit

Minnesota Supplemental Aid can help you pay for basic living expenses like clothing, utilities, and housing.  The specific amount 
you receive may vary depending on your situation. The typical monthly benefit is:

Up to $81 a month Up to $111 a month Up to $81 a month
A single
person Couples

A person
living in a

facility

Applying for MSA

You can apply for Minnesota Supplemental Aid by mail, phone, 
in person, or online. Apply for aid at the same time you apply for 
Supplemental Security Income so it can start as soon as your 
Supplemental Security Income starts. To apply you must: 

•

•

• 

Fill out a Combined Application Form, available at your local 
human services office (located in the Government Services 
Center at 105 South 5th Street, Olivia, MN 56277) or request 
one to be mailed (by calling 320-523-2202), and return the 
form right away.  Or, apply online at mnbenefits.mn.gov.

Meet with an Eligibility Worker, which can be completed by 
phone, and give information about yourself.  During this 
meeting, ask any questions you have about the forms or 
program.

Provide proof of the information the county asks for.

Get help applying

It can be hard to apply for benefits on your 
own. Disability Hub MN can connect you with 
someone who will help with your application or 
appeal if you have been denied.  This help is 
free.  Contact Disability Hub MN at 866-333-
2466 and tell them you need help applying for 
Supplemental Security Income and Minnesota 
Supplemental Aid.

It may take more than 30 days if the county needs 
proof of a disability or other information.  If you are 
eligible, payments will begin right away.  The county 
will send you a letter notifying you of its decision. 
If you cannot receive benefits, you may appeal or 
apply again at any time, especially if your situation 
changes.

If the county determines that you are eligible for 
Minnesota Supplemental Aid, your benefits will begin 
the first day of the month the county receives your 
application.

Questions?  Renville County residents can contact Renville 
County Human Services at 320-523-2202 for assistance.

•

•

Information retrieved from the Department of Human Services

Renville County HRA/EDA:
Childcare Forgivable Loan Program
Do you know someone interested in starting a home 
childcare or childcare center in Renville County?    
If you do, direct them to  
www.renville.com to learn more 
about the HRA/EDA's Childcare 
Forgivable Loan Program.  
Forgivable loans of $5,000 
for home based and $10,000 
for childcare centers are now 
available!

The Senior LinkAge Line is a free, statewide service of the Minnesota Board on 
Aging in partnership with Minnesota’s area agencies on aging.

Thinking About Moving?

If you are thinking about moving from your home, call the 
Senior LinkAge Line® before you make a decision.  They 
can help you compare housing options, including bringing 
services into your home, if you choose to stay.  

Call 800-333-2433 
(Monday – Friday between 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.) 



MESSENGER
2022 | Issue 1 

Radon in Homes: 
Protect Your Family, Test Your Home!  

Radon is a concern in Minnesota, as two out of every five 
homes have elevated levels of radon.  Renville County 
is considered a high level county, with over 70% of 

properties tested having levels greater than or equal to 4 
pCi/L (picocuries of radon per liter of air).   
 
Nationwide, radon is estimated to cause 21,000 cases of lung 
cancer each year.  Exposure to radon increases your risk of 
lung cancer from breathing in radon gas over a period of time. 
This colorless, odorless gas is a threat because homes can 
draw in radon gas through the soil beneath the foundation, 
leading to accumulating radon levels in the home. 
 
Radon can migrate into any type of home foundation, 
whether it be a basement, slab on grade, crawl space, or 
manufactured home.  It may also be present regardless of 
soil type, age, presence of an air exchanger, or presence of 
a mitigation system.  Since 2009, all new home construction 
has required at minimum a passive radon reduction system.  
During real estate transactions, sellers must disclose any prior 
radon testing. 
 
Testing is the only way to determine radon levels in your 
home, with winter being the best time to test.  Testing 
should be done in the lowest level of your home.  The 
basement is often the best choice, especially if you spend 
eight or more hours a week using the basement.  Testing is 
easy to do and can be done in three to seven days.  The kit 
is sent to a laboratory and results returned to you.  Testing 
for radon is recommended to be done every five years.  Test 
kits can be purchased from hardware stores, or a licensed 
professional can be contacted to perform testing.  Renville 
County Public Health also has test kits available at no cost 
while supplies last. 
 
Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) and the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) recommend that 
if the radon level in your home is above 4 pCi/L, that steps 
are taken to reduce the radon level.   
 
Mitigation costs typically range from $1,500 to $2,500 
depending on type; financial assistance may be available, 
with resources on MDH’s webpage.  MDH conducts free 
inspections of radon mitigation systems installed after June 
1, 2020 to assure they are installed correctly and meeting 
minimum requirements; contact the MDH Indoor Air Unit to 
request an inspection 
 
For more information on radon, visit the MDH Radon Site 
for education, testing, mitigation systems, and financial 
assistance for mitigation at https://bit.ly/3Ag6WzR  
 

 

To contact MDH Indoor Air Unit:  
Email: health.indoorair@state.mn.us 
Call: 800-798-9050 
 
To contact Renville County Public Health or pick up a test kit: 
Email: rcph@renvillecountymn.com 
Call: 320-523-2570 
Visit: 105 South 5th St, Suite 119H, Olivia, MN 56277

Rn
radon

A Message from Renville County Public Health

Volunteers are needed for all Renville County 
City Fire Departments and Ambulance Services.  
Contact your city to learn how YOU can make a 
difference today!

Photo Credit: Fairfax Fire-Rescue-AmbulancePhoto Credit: Fairfax Fire-Rescue-Ambulance

• Bird Island: 320-365-3371
• Buffalo Lake: 320-833-2272
• Danube Fire: 320-894-5645
• Danube First Responders:  
    320-522-1900
• Fairfax: 507-426-7255
• Franklin: 507-557-2259
• Hector: 320-848-2122

• Morton: 507-697-6912
• Olivia: 320-522-0191 or  
               320-523-2361 
• Renville Fire: 320-329-8366
• Renville First Responders:  
    320-226-6812
• Sacred Heart: 320-765-2559

Do you have what it takes to Do you have what it takes to 

give back to give back to YOUR COMMUNITYYOUR COMMUNITY??
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2021 Renville County Employee Milestones

Rita Berg, Human Services Case Aide	        
Jill Bruns, Director of Public Health/CHS Administrator	        
Patti Heyl, Social Worker
Debra Kramer, Deputy Auditor/Treasurer 	        
Michael Puchalski, Building Maintenance Supervisor
Sandra Robideau, Human Services Case Aide	        
Robert Schjenken, Public Works Maintenance Worker	        
Kevin Sing, Public Works Maintenance Superintendent
Mary Kay Sinner, Public Health Supervisor	        
Ellen Smith, Abstractor	       
Ronald Thomton, On-Call Patrol Deputy
Robert Wittman, On-Call Veterans Van Driver

Linda Bernston, Public Health Administrative Assistant 
Wayne Stomberg, Highway Maintenance Engineer

Retirements

10years

15years

20years

25years

30years

5years

Carla Flemming, Assistant Deputy Registrar
Carrie Gilbertson, Child Support Officer
Lisa Herges, County Administrator
Heather McLagan, Dispatcher
Stacie Roxberg, Social Worker
Brenda VanderPol, Appraiser II
Patty Webber, Lead Assistant Deputy Registrar

The Renville County Commissioners and Administration appreciate the dedication 
and service of employees who have reached their 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35, 40, 
and 45 years of service and those employees who retired in 2021.  Thank you!

**Employee Years of Service Recognized as of December 31, 2021

Diane Oslund, Social Worker
David Torgelson, County Attorney

Polly Ahrens, Public Health Nurse
Renee Hannah, Public Works Administrative Assistant

Sheree	Hable, Social Worker
Darci Luepke, Accounting Technician
Michael Puchalski, Building Maintenance 
Supervisor

Stephanie Brakemeier, Social Worker
Michael Harmon, Assistant Veterans Service Officer
Jason Mathwig, Chief Deputy Sheriff
Lee Stock, Veterans Service Officer

Renville County Sheriff's Office Offers FREE Prescription Drug Take Back Program

The Prescription Drug Take Back Program aims to safely collect and destroy expired or unused medications 
with a goal of reducing drug crimes/addiction and keeping children safe by reducing the chances of accidental 
overdoses.  This program is free to Renville County residents.  Simply remove or black out your name on the 
container labels, bring your medications to one of the collections sites, and place them into the tamper-proof 
container!  Medications collected are destroyed at an approved incinerator.  Questions?  Contact the Renville 
County Sheriff's Office at 320-523-1161.  

Where are the Collection Sites Located?

    • Renville County Government  
        Services Building
    • Bird Island City Hall
    • Fairfax City Hall
    • Morton City Hall
    • Renville City Hall

What Kinds of Medication Can I Dispose of?

NO:  Needles, Inhalers, Aerosol Cans, Thermometers, Hydrogen  
Peroxide, Lotions, Medication from Businesses (Medical or Dental Clinics)

YES:  Prescription Medications, Prescription Patches, Prescription  
Ointments, Over-the-Counter Medications, Vitamins, Medication  
Samples, Veterinary Drugs

- 8 -
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Renville County Tax Abatement – Building Incentive Program
Goal: To encourage new construction of residential properties in Renville 
County and encourage replacement of dilapidated housing structures that may 
not be suitable to live in.

Program Outline: Eligible applicants may qualify for county and/or city 
property tax abatement for residential properties built within Renville County 
boundaries.  This will include single family homes and multi-family residential 
units.  This policy shall have limitations on taxable value per property, as well 
as the total aggregate amount that can be abated in any given year for all 
properties (as budgeted and approved by the County Board).

     • Newly constructed single-family residences may receive abatement of up to $200,000 in assessed  
         value for up to five (5) years.

		  Example: Bird Island home assessed at $195,900 pays $3,200/year in property taxes – 
		  not including assessments.  If the city would also choose to abate the taxes, the total tax  
		  incentive over five (5) years for this home would be $16,000.

     • Multi-family residences may receive the same $200,000 assessed value five-year property tax  
         abatement, plus an additional $10,000 assessed value per additional unit. (For example: a 4-unit  
         apartment complex may qualify for up to $230,000 in assessed value property tax abatement).

Abatement will be in the form of a tax rebate calculated by the County Auditor-Treasurer after timely payment of regular 
property tax payment is made.  This abatement does not apply to any penalty or interest due resulting from late or 
delinquent payment of property taxes.

Eligibility:
    1) Property must be located within Renville County.
    2) Project is built to building codes adopted at the time building permit is obtained.
    3) Property taxes must be current at time of application.
    4) Applicant must apply for abatement prior to the start of construction.
    5) Abatement may transfer with the sale of the property for the balance of the original five-year abatement period.
    6) Abatement does not apply to or include any existing or new special assessments to the property.
    7) Each Renville County city will have its own guidelines on if they allow abatement of their portion of their taxes.

To learn more about the Tax Abatement program, the Renville County Auditor/Treasurer’s Office at 320-523-2071.   
To learn more about other home, rehab, and blight removal programs offered by the Renville County HRA/EDA, call 
320-523-3656.

TAXES

The Tax Abatement Program Application can be found at www.renville.com under the Housing Tab.

Renville County Assessor's Office:  Notice of Valuation and Classification

The Renville County Assessor’s Office maintains records on the physical characteristics of each property in the 
county.  This includes analyzing a property’s location, amount of land owned, square footage of improvements, 
and quality of construction.  As required by state law, the Assessor’s Office is responsible for recording any 
changes to your property as well.  Appraisers from the Assessor’s Office verify classification of properties -- 
whether a property is classified as residential, commercial, or agricultural.  Appraisers are also responsible for 
maintaining homestead records and receiving and processing homestead applications.   

 
The Assessor’s Office uses sales data to estimate the market value of properties on the assessment date of January 2 each year.  
Each spring, you will be mailed a Notice of Valuation and Classification.  This notice will inform you of the market value and 
the classification of your property.  If you have any questions regarding your property’s value, classification, or homestead 
status, please contact the Assessor’s Office at 320-523-3645.
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 August collection due 
to the Renville County Fair
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D
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Like “Renville County Highway Department” on Facebook!

Renville County 2022 Road and Bridge Construction

L8614: Crooks Township Replace Bridge over CD 17A--Precast Box Culvert  
L8680: Hector Township Replace Bridge over JD 15--Precast Box Culvert  
L8951: Sacred Heart Township Replace Bridge over CD 146--Precast Box Culvert

94074: CR 56 Replace Bridge over JD-15--Precast Beam Bridge  
65511: CSAH 2 Replace Bridge over CD 106A--Precast Box Culvert  
94034: CSAH 3 Replace Bridge over MN River Overflow--Precast Beam Bridge  
MN River Bridge: CSAH 3 Brown County to Replace Bridge over MN River--3-Span Precast Beam Bridge 
94049: CSAH 6 Replace Bridge over CD 45--Precast Box Culvert  
6433: CSAH 8 Replace Bridge over JD 28A--Precast Box Culvert 

CSAH 2: Base & Surfacing CSAH 3 - TH 4  
CSAH 2: Replace Centerline Pipes CSAH 5 - CSAH 3  
CSAH 2: Regrade & Widen US 71 - CSAH 5  
CSAH 3: Mill & Overlay CSAH 2 - US 212  
CSAH 8: Mill & Overlay Buffalo Lake - CSAH 11  
CSAH 18: Widen Shoulders, Reclaim & Pave Main Street - 675th Ave  
CSAH 38: Mill & Overlay CSAH 24 - 555th St 
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2022 Electronics and Appliances 
Recycling Collections

• CPUs/Hard Drives
• Computer Mouse 
• Cell Phones 
• Keyboards
• Speakers 
• iPods
• Cameras 
• GPS units
• Laptops 
• CD players
• MP3 players
• Radios/Boom Boxes, etc.

$75.00:
• RV Refrigerators

FREE *COST FREE *COST
$25.00: 
TVs and Computer Monitors

$10.00: 
• Scanners
• Printers
• Copiers
• Fax Machines
• VCRs
• DVD Players 
• Stereos

• Washers
• Dryers
• Dehumidifiers
• Refrigerators
• Vacuum Cleaners
• Ovens 
• Microwaves
• Water Softeners, etc.
(Non-metal water heaters 
NOT accepted)

Electronics Appliances

The following will NOT be accepted at this collection: General Household Garbage, Household  
Hazardous Waste (HHW), Standard Recyclable Materials, Fluorescent Bulbs, Batteries, or Tires.   

General household garbage is accepted at the RRRSWA facility in Redwood, and all other items listed 
are accepted at the Renville County Household Hazardous Waste Facility and Demolition Landfill.

April - October 
2nd Wednesday of each month

April 13, 2022
May 11, 2022
June 8, 2022
July 13, 2022

September 14, 2022
October 12, 2022

*NO August collection due 
to the Renville County Fair

2:00 PM - 6:00 PM
Renville County Fairgrounds, Bird Island 
Northeast end of the Renville County Fairgrounds

*PRICES MAY BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE.  Cash or check only.  No credit/debit cards accepted. 
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This collection is  
for Renville and  

Redwood County  
Residents ONLY.

We reserve the right 
to refuse any load.

Renville County  
Fairgrounds

For more information, contact S.W. Recycling at 1-800-366-8665 or www.swrecycling.com

PLEASE KEEP AND POST

MESSENGER
2022 | Issue 1 

Li
ke

 “
Re

nv
ill

e 
Co

un
ty

 H
ig

hw
ay

 D
ep

ar
tm

en
t”

 o
n 

Fa
ce

bo
ok

!



105 South 5th Street 
Olivia, MN 56277

Phone:  320-523-3710
Email:  lisah@renvillecountymn.com	
Web:  www.renvillecountymn.com	

PRSRT STD
ECRWSS

U. S. POSTAGE
P  A  I  D

MARSHALL, MN
PERMIT NO. 20Local 

Postal Customer

County Directory: Phone:
Administration 320-523-3710
Assessor 320-523-3645
Attorney 320-523-2661
Auditor/Treasurer 320-523-2071
Court Administrator 320-523-3680
Court Services/Probation 320-400-0711

Economic Development Authority 320-523-3656
Emergency Management 320-523-3838
Environmental Services 320-523-3768
Extension (4-H) 320-523-3713
HRA (Housing Programs) 507-637-4004

Human Services 320-523-2202 or 
800-363-2533

Landfill/Solid Waste 320-523-1144
License 320-523-3612
Parks 320-523-3747
Public Health Services 320-523-2570
Public Works 320-523-3759
Recorder 320-523-3669
RRRSWA / Solid Waste / 
Household Hazardous Waste

320-523-8002 or
507-637-1800

Restorative Justice 320-523-3871
Sheriff 320-523-1161
Veterans Services 320-523-3763

RRRSWA
907 West Bridge Street

Redwood Falls, MN 56283

Courthouse
500 East DePue

Olivia, MN 56277

Government Services Center
105 South 5th Street 

Olivia, MN 56277

Landfill
32877 Co Rd 4

Olivia, MN 56277 - 12 -

*Mailing list generated from Renville County Property Records.

CALL 320-523-3747 TO MAKE YOUR 2022 RESERVATIONS! 
Back (L to R): , David Hamre, District 5;  Doug Erickson, District 3; 

Randy Kramer, District 1 
Front (L to R): Bob Fox, District 2;  Greg Snow, District 4 

Renville County Board of Commissioners:

PARKS

ENJOY GROOMED 
WINTER TRAILS 
IN RENVILLE COUNTY PARKS

Trail Maps Available Online at 
www.renvillecountymn.com on the 

Parks Department Page under  
Winter Recreational Activities tab
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Campsites

Recreation

Area Information Kiosks

found around the Rec

Area walking path give

information on native

grasses.

BEAVER CREEK
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Water CrossingTrailer AreasTrail MarkerStorage ShedSevere Weather Siren
PlaygroundPaybox

Parking
Natural Features

Manure BunkerInformation KioskHorse TieHistoric SiteHandicapped Parking
Gate

Electricity Hook-UpDump StationCanoe AccessBridgePoints of Interest

Water Fixtures
Restroom

Shelter

Regular CampsiteHorse CampFishing PierBoat LandingAmenities

Water
State ParkPark

Common AreaCamp SlotBoundaries

*(miles per trail)North Woods (.9)
Horse Ridge

     Spur (.08)

Horse Ridge (.6)Tail End Loop (.74)Tail End (.54)Lead Lane (.3)Sandy Wood (.3)The Falls (.25)Overlook Pass (.3)
Jesse James

    Hideout (.64)

Dead Man’s

    Loop (.75)

“Beaver” Dam

    Good View (.54)
Power Line (.36)Old Mill (.63)South Creek (.86)North Creek (.57)

Beaver Falls County Park

PARKS
16 unique trails 

shown with 

distinct colors

Groomed Trail Entrance/Exits

(Trail follows park road)

Park here while

using groomed 

winter trails
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All sites withhorse ties

MINNESOTA RIVER
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Water Crossing

Trailer Areas

Trail Marker

Storage Shed

Severe Weather Siren

Playground

Paybox

Parking

Natural Features

Manure Bunker

Information Kiosk

Horse Tie

Historic Site

Handicapped Parking

Gate

Electricity Hook-Up

Dump Station

Canoe Access

Bridge

Points of Interest

Water Fixtures

Restroom
Shelter

Regular Campsite

Horse Camp

Fishing Pier

Boat Landing

Amenities

18 unique trailsshown withdistinct colors

Water

State Park

Park

Common Area

Camp Slot

Boundaries

A. Old Sandy (.18)B. Creekside Trail (.55)C. Da Hill (.79)D. Log CabinLoop (1.06)
E. River Walk (.4)F. River Bank (.51)G. Turkey Cut (.83)H. Coyote Run (.51)J. Eagle View (.21)

K. Logger’s Hill (.52)L. Coot’s Pass (.49)M. Alley Cat (.51)N. Happy Tracks (1.18)P. Figure 8 (1.14)R. Geronimo Hill (.19)S. Lost Spur (.21)T. Round the Bend (.35)U. Turnpike (.61)*(miles per trail)

Skalbekken County Park

Groomed Trail Entrance/Exits
(Trail follows park road)

Park here while using groomed winter trails

Beaver Falls County Park        
31599 County Road 2	         
Morton, MN 56270	         

Skalbekken County Park
79186 County Road 10
Sacred Heart, MN 56285

HRA/EDA

GROOMED TRAIL LOCATIONS:

QUESTIONS?
CALL 320-523-3747
OR 320-523-3592

ENJOY WINTER TRAIL RECREATION:

• Walk
• Cross-Country Ski   
• Snowshoe
• Fat-Tire Bike 
• And other non-motorized uses


