Renville County Emergency Management's

Fall/Winter Newsletter: 2025
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NO TRAVEL ADVISORIES

“No Travel Advisories” are not meant to disrupt your
plans, even though they sometimes do! Remember
that they are put in-place for your safety. Keep
yourself, emergency responders, and others safe
during inclement weather and no travel
advisories...stay home, stay warm, stay safe!
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CLOSED ROADS: f your township roads become

impassable due to snow and are closed, please share
that information with the Renville County Sheriff’s
Office at 320-523-1161. We do not want emergency
responders at risk, or delayed, by sending them down
roads that we did not know were closed.
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WINTER WEATHER AWARENESS

Winter Weather Awareness Week is November 17 -
21, 2025. The topics for this year, and some of the
highlights, included:

*Winter Storms: Highlights include winter storms and
how they form, warnings and alerts - keeping ahead
of the storm, extreme cold, and heavy snow and ice.

*Qutdoor Winter Safety: Highlights include thin ice,
keeping children safe, access and functional needs,
and frostbite and hypothermia.

*Winter Fire Safety: Highlights include heating,
cooking, and holiday fire safety.

*Indoor Air Quality in the Winter: Highlights include
carbon monoxide alarms, radon, and mold.

*Winter Driving: Highlights include winter survival kits
for your vehicle, 511 information system, and
snowplow safety.

Find detailed information about all of the highlights
listed by visiting:
https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/hsem/programs/weath
er-safety/winter-hazards-awareness

CODE RED

Code Red is one of many resources available to
notify you of weather situations and emergency
messages. If you are not already enrolled and want
to be, click this link to sign up:
https://bit.ly/2R5WzJz . If you need assistance, let
us know; we are happy to help.



https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/hsem/programs/weather-safety/winter-hazards-awareness
https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/hsem/programs/weather-safety/winter-hazards-awareness
https://bit.ly/2R5WzJz

COMMUNITY OUTREACH & SCHEDULE

It has been a pleasure working and visiting with the
city staff and township officials that have utilized the
outreach times. We will be postponing our outreach
visits over the Winter and will revisit the outreach
schedule as Spring 2026 approaches. Updates will be
included in the Spring/Summer 2026 EM Newsletter!

LOOKING AHEAD: Spring Snow Melt

If you have areas that have repetitive washouts and/or
damages that have already been repaired, make sure
to take photos now that show the repair work has
been completed.

Likewise, as damages are identified, gather these
pieces of information for a smooth process in the
event of a disaster declaration:

e Get beginning and ending coordinates of the
damage locations.

o Take photos at the time damages are
discovered, photos when the water has
receded (if applicable), and photos when the
repairs are completed (if needed).

e Track costs and keep invoices.

Remember: There are no guarantees that a disaster
will be declared, but we will be ready if one is!

HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN UPDATE

By definition, hazard/disaster mitigation is the effort to
reduce loss of life and property by lessening the
impact of disasters. One of our goals at RCEM is to
help communities build, sustain, and improve their
capability to mitigate against, prepare for, respond to,
and recover from threatened or actual natural
disasters, technologijcal disasters, or manmade
disasters. We strive for safer, less vulnerable
communities that have the capacity and knowledge to
deal with all hazards or disasters.

In 2026, Renville County’s Hazard Mitigation Plan will
begin the update process. Watch for more information
in the coming months. We hope you will participate in
our Hazard Mitigation Plan update process!

TRAIN DERAILMENT (ALMOST)

Last week a 101 car TC&W train carrying hazardous
materials was passing over a township road in Renville
County when the crew heard a loud noise. The track
maintenance team investigated and discovered that
an 18-inch piece of rail was missing with the damage
most likely caused by a road grader. Please
encourage your blade and plow operators to be very
cautious as they pass over RR crossings. If they think
they may have accidently struck the tracks, contact
our office immediately so we can inform TC&W
authorities and avoid a potential serious incident.

EM CONTACT INFORMATION

You are receiving this newsletter because we have you
on our list as either City Clerk/Administrator or
Township Official. If you no longer hold one of these
titles, please forward to the appropriate person and
contact us so we can make updates to our mailing list.

NEW EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT OFFICE LOCATION:
Renville County Emergency Management
500 DePue Ave E, Suite 103
Olivia, MN 56277
If you plan to stop by the office to meet with us, please
let us know ahead of time so we are sure to be there
when you arrive as the office is not always staffed.

Mike Hennen, Director
Office: 320-523-3838
Cell: 320-522-1481
Email: mike.hennen@renvillecountymn.gov

Samantha Best, Deputy Director

Office: 320-523-3839

Cell: 320-522-2802

Email: samantha.best@renvillecountymn.gov
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